AL 312.01: Survey of American Literature
20th and 21st Centuries

Spring 2026
Fortuny

Course Description 

This is an intensive reading course in 20th and 21st-century American Literature. We will study a variety of genres, including poetry, the essay, short fiction and the novel. Our close readings will take into account various cultural, intellectual, socio-political and historical ideas and debates that have occupied North Americans since the turn of the 20th century. We will also pay particular attention to how literary form develops in the modern and contemporary era. 

Requirements

This is a lecture and discussion-based course.  Participation, therefore, is a requirement.  Preparation is a necessary pre-requisite for participation. Students must read all the selections before class and be prepared to offer ideas and/or questions either voluntarily or when called on.  No ideas will be counted as no participation.

There will be a midterm and a final exam. All students take the midterm, but only students with 75% attendance are eligible to take the final.

Discussion Participation and Attendance: 20% 
Midterm: 40%
Final exam or term paper (your choice): 40% 


Syllabus

February	

	Week 1		Introduction 
				Robert Frost

	Week 2 		Ezra Pound
				T.S. Eliot
	
	Week 3 		Marianne Moore
				Wallace Stevens

March 
	
	Week 4 	 	Stevens continued
				William Carlos Williams
	
	Week 5 		Ernest Hemingway
				Langston Hughes
	Week 6 		Holiday	 	

	Week 7		Midterm 

April	
	Week 8		Carson McCullers, The Heart is a Lonely Hunter 

	Week 9		McCullers continued

	Week 10		Elizabeth Bishop, 
				Robert Lowell

	Week 11		Spring Break

May	
	Week 12 		Flannery O’Connor
		Frank O’Hara

	Week 13	  	Allen Ginsberg 
				James Baldwin
	
	Week 14		TBA
	Week 15		TBA


