CL 103.01 Classical Literature / Syllabus / Fall 2026                                                           



                                    
TTR232 (Tu 10:00-11:50; Th 10:00-10:50)  
Instructor: Matthew Gumpert
Office Hours: TBA
Introduction.  An introduction to ancient classical literature in its cultural and historical context, with an emphasis on major genres (epic, lyric, tragedy, pastoral) and representative works from the Archaic Greek to the Roman period.  

Throughout the course we will return to the mythological figure of Helen of Troy – both as an enduring constant and as a perennially shifting or evolving variable, a reference point by which to measure the changing aspects of classical literature. 

Course Materials.  The readers for Classical Literature, which includes all required readings for the course, will be available on Google Drive, at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1nwauXLM3krqO1_3Ud3sOejVxueIX-shb/view?usp=sharing (Part I),
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1WIv4-JVpK1IfPLi6Dnvps1SiivicB_0s/view?usp=sharing (Part II).  Supplementary and/or optional readings may also be assigned during the course of the semester. 
All essential information, including study questions, supplementary course materials, assignments, and exam questions will be posted regularly on the Moodle page for our section of the course.  Please note that in order to access Moodle you must use your BU email address. 

Grading.  Midterm 40%; Short Writing Assignments 10%; Final 50%
Class Requirements

*Class performance is a large part of your grade, and includes preparation, participation, and attendance.  Students are expected to attend at least 75% of all class hours.   
*Students are expected to comment in class having read the assigned texts, and to participate actively in class discussions.

*There is a midterm and final exam for this course.  In both cases only material actually covered in class will be included on the exam.  To be admitted to the final, the student must fulfill the attendance requirement.   
*The number and nature of short written assignments will depend on the number of students in the class.

*For all written assignments, consult the most recent MLA (Modern Language Association) guidelines for formatting and citation.  
*Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to cheating, fabricating information or citations, failing to document sources, or submitting work of another person or AI entity.  Students found to have plagiarized will receive academic sanctions.

*You are welcome to come and see me during my designated office hours.  For all other times, please make an appointment.

Reading Schedule  

Week 1 (22-24 Sept)
Archaic Greek Epic
Hesiod, Theogony, lines 1-83; Homer, Odyssey 1.1-12; Homer, Iliad 1 
Week 2 (1 Oct) 
Archaic Greek Epic

Homer, Iliad 1
29 Sept: Republic Day

Week 3 (6-8 Oct) 
Archaic Greek Epic

Homer, Iliad 1-2
Week 4 (13-15 Oct) 
Archaic Greek Epic

Homer, Iliad 3-6
Week 5 (20-22 Oct)

Archaic Greek Epic
Homer, Iliad 7-18
Tu 29 Oct – Cumhuriyet Bayramı

Week 6 (27-29 Oct)
Archaic Greek Epic

Homer, Iliad 19-24; Odyssey (excerpts)  
Week 7 (3-5 Nov)
Archaic Greek Epic

Odyssey (excerpts)  
Week 8 (10-12 Nov)
Classical Greek Lyric
Archilochus, Fr. 5W; Sappho, Fr. 16
Week 9 (17-19 Nov)
Classical Greek Lyric
Alcaeus, “Helen” (N1), “Helen and Thetis” (B10); Steischorus, from Helen, Palinode  
Week 10 (24-26 Nov)

Classical Greek Tragedy
Euripides, Helen
Week 11 (1-3 Dec)

Classical Greek Tragedy
Euripides, Helen
Week 12 (8-10 Dec)

Hellenistic Lyric and Epic  

Theocritus, Idylls: 4 (“The Herdsmen”), 11 ("The Cyclops"), 13 ("Hylas"), 18 ("Helen's Bridal Hymn")
Week 13 (15-17 Dec)
Hellenistic Epic  

Apollonius Rhodius, Argonautica, books 1 (a few key passages), 2 (Athene lands on ship), and 3 (Medea in love)
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