CL207.01 Literary Theory and Criticism II / Syllabus / Fall 2026                                                 TTR673 723 (T 14:00-15:50, Th 10:00-11:00-11:50)
Instructor: Prof. Dr. Matthew Gumpert; Office Hours: TBA 
Introduction.  The second chapter in our introduction to literary theory and criticism in the West: a survey of distinct approaches to understanding what and how texts mean.  We examine these approaches as historically and culturally determined interpretive methodologies.  This semester we begin with a number of key transitional texts from the mid- to the late-nineteenth century (Arnold, Baudelaire, Wilde), and then turn to some of the decisive figures of critical modernity (Marx, Nietzsche, Freud), before moving on to the rise of structuralism (Saussure, Propp), New Criticism (Eliot, Brooks, Wimsatt and Beardsley), and the emergence of critical methodologies based in identity politics: namely, early feminism (Woolf, de Beauvoir) and Black criticism (Du Bois, Hurston, Hughes).

Course Materials.  The Course Reader, with all required readings (additional readings may be assigned during the course of the semester), will be available on Google Drive, at https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E5cyc0iZdHWBdAI5PG9hop6VPwndaqqK/view?usp=sharing  
*All essential information, including study questions, supplementary course materials, assignments, and exam questions will be posted regularly on the Moodle page for our section of the course.  Please note that in order to access Moodle you must use your BU email address. 

Grading

*Short Assignments 10%; Midterm 40%; Final 50%

Class Requirements

Attendance/Participation/Communication

*To be admitted to the final exam, students must have attended at least 75% of class hours.  

*Students are expected to comment in class on the assigned texts, and to participate in class discussions.
*All students are welcome to see me during office hours.  For other times, please make an appointment.

Exams and Written Assignments

*There will be one midterm exam and one final exam each semester.  In both cases only material actually covered in class will be included on the exam.  

*The number and nature of short written assignments will depend on the number of students in the class.

*For all written assignments, consult the most recent MLA guidelines for formatting and citation.  
*Plagiarism of any kind will not be tolerated in this course. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to cheating, fabricating information or citations, failing to document sources, or submitting work of another person or AI entity.  Students found to have plagiarized will receive academic sanctions.

Schedule (NA = Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism; LTA = Literary Theory: An Anthology)
Week 1 (22-24 Sept) 
Victorian Criticism
Arnold, “Function of Criticism at the Present Time” (NA 806-25); “Culture and Anarchy” (NA 825-32) 
Week 2 (29 Sept - 1 Oct) 
European Criticism

Baudelaire, “The Painter of Modern Life” (NA 792-802)
Week 3 (6-8 Oct)

Wilde, "The Critic as Artist" (NA 900-12)
Week 4 (13-15 Oct)

European Criticism

Nietzsche, On Truth and Lying in a Non-Moral Sense (NA 874-84); The Birth of Tragedy (NA 884-95)
Week 5 (20-22 Oct)

Marxist Theory
Marx, Economic and Philosophical Manuscripts of 1844 (NA 764-67); The German Ideology (NA 767-69); Grundrisse (NA 773-74); Preface to A Contribution to the Critique of Political Economy (NA 774-75) 
Week 6 (27-29 Oct)
Marxist Theory

Marx, The Communist Manifesto (NA 769-73); Capital (NA 776-87)
Week 7 (3-5 Nov)
Psychoanalytic Theory

Freud, from Some Elementary Lessons in Psycho-Analysis, The Ego and the Id, The Psychopathology of Everyday Life, An Outline of Psycho-Analysis, New Introductory Lectures on Psycho-Analysis  
Week 8 (10-12 Nov)

Psychoanalytic Theory

Freud, Interpretation of Dreams (NA 919-29); “Creative Writers and Day-Dreaming”; “Fetishism” (NA 952-56)
MIDTERM EXAM
Week 9 (17-19 Nov)
Semiotics/Structuralism

Culler, "The Linguistic Foundation" (LTA 56-58), Saussure, Course on General Linguistics (NA 960-77)
Week 10 (24-26 Nov)

Semiotics/Structuralism
Saussure, Course on General Linguistics; Propp, “Morphology of the Folk-tale” (LTA 72-75)

Week 11 (1-3 Dec) 
New Criticism

Eliot, “Tradition and the Individual Talent” (NA 1092-98); Brooks, "The Heresy of Paraphrase" (NA 1353-65); “The Formalist Critics” (NA 1366-71); Wimsatt and Beardsley, "The Intentional Fallacy" (NA 1374-87)

Week 12 (8-10 Dec)
Foundational Texts of Feminist Criticism
Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (NA 1021-29); de Beauvoir, The Second Sex (NA 1406-14)
Week 13 (15-17 Dec)
Foundational Texts of Black Criticism

Du Bois, Criteria of Negro Art (NA 980-87); Hurston, "Characteristics of Negro Expression" (NA 1146-58); Hurston, "Characteristics of Negro Expression" (NA 1146-58); Hughes, "The Negro Artist and the Racial Mountain" (NA 1313-17)
FINAL EXAM
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