CL 208.01 Literary Theory and Criticism III
Matthew Gumpert  
TFF 223 = T 10:00-10:50 (NH 103); F 10:00-11:50 (NH 103)
Introduction.  The third part of our sequence on the history of literary theory and criticism in the West.  Our subject this spring: the “linguistic turn” and the rise and fall of the “subject” in the dominant critical methodologies of the twentieth century.  Two competing modes of criticism are evident: on the one hand, theoretical approaches committed, in distinct ways, to the dethroning of the author and the decentering of the subject, as is the case in formalism, structuralism, new criticism, deconstruction, and post-structuralism; and, on the other hand, methodologies which attempt to read literature as the expression of a subject viewed as a cultural, historical, or embodied entity, including Marxist criticism, psychoanalytic criticism, feminism, queer theory, black criticism, post-colonial criticism, and cultural studies.
Grading.  Midterm 30%; Response Papers 20%; Participation 10%; Final 40% 
 
Course Topics and Materials.  Course Reader: Literary Theory and Criticism III is now available on Google Drive at:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hZmSP4FWL8eL9-Z-iC1PtNiJd0Ylq4yS/view?usp=drivesdk 
(Supplementary and/or optional readings may also be assigned during the course of the semester.)

Reading Schedule (Note: we will be read only selected passages from most texts)

Week 1 (10-13 Feb): Post-Humanism?  A Preview
Heidegger, “The Thing”

Week 2 (17-20 Feb): Semiotics/Structuralism  
Saussure, from Course on General Linguistics   

Week 3 (24-27 Feb): Formalism/Structuralism 
Propp, “Morphology of the Folk-tale” (LTA 72-75); Jakobson, “Linguistics and Poetics" (NA 1258-65); “Two Aspects of Language and Two Types of Aphasic Disturbances” (NA 1265- 69); Barthes, Elements of Semiology  

Week 4 (3-6 March): Deconstruction I
Derrida, “Semiology and Grammatology” (LTA 332-39); “Letter to a Japanese Friend” (LTRG 282-87); Differance” (LTA 278-99); Derrida, Of Grammatology (NA 1822-30)
   
Week 5 (10-13 March): Deconstruction II  
Derrida, Dissemination (NA 1830-76) 
 
Week 6 (17 March): Post-structuralism  
Barthes, “Denotation and Connotation” (Elements of Semiology 89-94); “The Death of the Author” (NA 1466-70); “From Work to Text” (NA 1470-75); S/Z (LTRG 30-41)

19-22 March: Ramazan Bayramı

Week 7 (24-27 March): Psychoanalytic Criticism
Lacan, “The Mirror Stage” (NA 1285-90); “The Agency of the Letter in the Unconscious or Reason since Freud” (NA 1290-1302); Kristeva, Revolution in Poetic Language (NA 2169-79)

Week 8 (31 March - 3 April): Queer Theory
Wittig, "One Is Not Born a Woman" (NA 2014-21); Sedgwick, Epistemology of the Closet (NA 2438-2445); Queer and Now" (LTRG 570-86); Butler, Gender Trouble (NA 2488-2501); "Critically Queer" (LTRG 570-86)

Week 9 (7-10 April): Marxist Criticism
Williams, "Marxism and Literature" (NA 1567-75); Jameson, "The Political Unconscious" (NA 1937-60)

Week 10 (14-17 April): Frankfurt School/Cultural Criticism I
Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction” (NA 1166-86); Horkheimer and Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment (NA 1223-40); Barthes, Mythologies (NA 1461-65); Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (NA 1636-47) 

21-24 April: Spring Break

Week 11 (28 April): Frankfurt School/Cultural Criticism II
Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction” (NA 1166-86); Horkheimer and Adorno, Dialectic of Enlightenment (NA 1223-40); Barthes, Mythologies (NA 1461-65); Foucault, Discipline and Punish: The Birth of the Prison (NA 1636-47) 

1 May: Emek ve Dayanışma Günü

Week 12 (5-8 May): Postcolonial Studies I
Fanon, "The Pitfalls of National Consciousness" (NA 1578-87); Said, Orientalism (NA 1991-2012); Bhaba, "The Commitment to Theory" (NA 2379-97); "Of Mimicry and Man" (LTRG 474-80); Deleuze and Guattari, Kafka: Toward a Minor Literature (NA 1598-1601)

Week 13 (12-15 May): Postcolonial Studies II
Fanon, "The Pitfalls of National Consciousness" (NA 1578-87); Said, Orientalism (NA 1991-2012); Bhaba, "The Commitment to Theory" (NA 2379-97); "Of Mimicry and Man" (LTRG 474-80); Deleuze and Guattari, Kafka: Toward a Minor Literature (NA 1598-1601)


 
 
