EL 101 Survey of English Literature
Nagihan Haliloğlu

Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday by appointment
email: nagihan.haliloglu@bogazici.edu.tr
Course Description:
This course explores the foundations of English literature from the early Middle Ages to the Renaissance. Students will engage with epic, lyric, and dramatic texts, analyzing themes such as exile, loyalty, faith, love, and identity. Readings range from Beowulf and The Wanderer to Chaucer, Shakespeare, and the metaphysical poets. A key aim is to develop close reading, critical thinking, and contextual analysis, while also strengthening transferable skills in communication, argumentation, and comparative interpretation across texts and traditions.
Readings:
Course Pack to be provided
Grading:
Quizzes and assignments: 20 %
Midterm exam: 40% 
Final exam: 40% 
Attendance: Attendance will be taken for the professor’s records. Missing more than 30% of the class MAY result in failing the class.
Grading Scale:
AA (100-95), BA (94-90), BB (89-80), CB (79- 75), CC (74-70), DC (69-65), DD (64-60), (fail) F
(59-0)


	
Weekly Course Plan:  

	 Week
	Date
	Subject
	Questions
	(further) Readings


	1 
	 22nd- 24th Sep
	The Scope of English Literature
	-Who are the English?
-What is the English language?
-What is Literature?
-What is ‘Western Literature’
-What is ‘medieval’?


	Course Textbook
-Figurative Language and Rhetorical Devices
-A GUIDE TO THE ANALYSIS OF POETRY
-Middle Ages
-Early Middle Ages

	2 
	29th Sep-1st Oct
	Beowulf’s Language
Translations
	orality, the poet, originality kingship, lineage
-Who is Beowulf?
	https://viamediaevalis.substack.com/p/a-comparison-of-beowulf-translations
riddles: https://www.medievalists.net/2014/07/can-solve-anglo-saxon-riddles/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xh8akuq-MDI

	3 
	6th-8th  October
	Beowulf
	hospitality, paganism, Christianity, community, individual
-Who is Grendel?
	123. Beowulf — Backlisted 
John Gardner, 9-11

	4 
	13th-15th October
	Intro to the Late Middle Ages
The Wanderer
	-The Wanderer Translations (Course pack vs Norton Anthology
-loyalty, king-knight relationship, wanderer/pilgrim/exile
	

	5 
	20th- 22nd October
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
	-Who is Gawain? (nephew, one of the Grail knights, trickster, womanizer..)
	Dr. L. Michael McCloud,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HT_yPk_65ms

	6 
	27th-29th October
	Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
	The garter, failure/success
-Beowulf/Gawain- which is more ‘supernatural’?

	https://www.britannica.com/topic/The-Most-Noble-Order-of-the-Garter 
[image: ]

	7 
	3th-5th November
	Chaucer Intro. The Franklin’s Tale
	-Who do you identify with most in the tale? Why?
	animated
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LdTKmlbzKkg

	8 
	10th-12th November
	Selected sonnets from Wyatt and Surrey
Sidney, Selections from Astrophil and Stella, 
Spenser, Selections from Amoretti
	
	Wolf Hall
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9zuwuq2Fd2o

	9 
	17th-19th  November
	Shakespeare, Sonnets
	
	John Greene on Sonnets:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDpW1sHrBaU

	10 
	24th-26th  November 
	Othello
	
	

	11 
	1st-3rd December
	Othello
P45
	
	Animated tales: https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7umxuv
Thug notes:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gij5xNvCYiQ

	12 
	8th-10th December
	Ben Johson, John Donne
	
	Gunpowder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Cwf3mdZ5iNU

	13 
	15th-17th December
	Term Revision
	
	

	14 
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