EL 405.01: Victorian Poetry and Prose, Fall 2026 (DRAFT)

Instructor: Prof. Dr. Ayşe Naz Bulamur
E-mail: naz.bulamur@bogazici.edu.tr
Office:  TB 440
Office Hours:  Tuesday 9:00-11:00 (by appointment) 

Course Description:
In our discussions of Victorian literature, we will consider questions such as: How do Victorian writers respond to industrialism and urbanization? Why are women confined to the domestic sphere despite the power of the Queen and the success of Victorian female writers? What connections can we make between the Romantic and the Victorian era? Who are the “other” Victorians for the twentieth-century French critic Michel Foucault? What is the purpose of art and literature for Matthew Arnold and Oscar Wilde? How do texts portray the conflict between science and religion? A variety of texts will show us the heterogeneity of Victorian literature. The course packet is available at Moodle. 

Moodle Discussion Forum 15 % 
Posting at least twice a week will give you the opportunity to share your ideas. Submit a post and respond to another student’s post. Your posts should go beyond summary to engage texts through analysis and critical inquiry. For example, you can close read a specific quote, discuss a key term, and offer your interpretation of a specific issue. Late discussion posts will not be accepted, as they are meant to help you engage with the material during the specific time frame we are discussing a text. 

Class Participation 15%
Attendance is mandatory. Check the schedule regularly and do the readings before class. Be prepared to discuss your ideas and questions about the readings. You may be called on at any time! The quality of class discussions will depend on what each of you can contribute, how well you make the discussions “work” as collective attempts to interpret the texts. 

Midterm 	35 % 
Final              	35% 

Schedule of Readings: Class content and course policies are subject to modification. I will notify you of any changes. 

Week 1:	 
Sept. 22-24	“Introduction” from The Longman Anthology 

Week 2:	 
Sept. 29-Oc. 1	Industrialism: Progress or Decline? Karl Marx, “Fetishism of Commodities”

Week 3 
Oct. 6		Marx cont.	 
Oct. 8		Friedrich Engels, from The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844 	
		
Week 4:	
Oct. 13 	Elizabeth Barrett Browning, “The Cry of the Children” 
Oct. 15		“The Cry” cont. +  Chartist Poetry, “Collier Lass”


Week 5: 	
Oct. 20	-22	Henry Mayhew, from London Labour and the London Poor (34-35)
Charles Dickens, “A Walk in the Workhouse” 
	 	 
		
Week 6: 	
Oct. 27 	Capitalism, Sex, and ‘Other Victorians’: 
		Michel Foucault + Lord Alfred Douglas, “In Praise of Shame” and “Two Loves”

Oct. 29 	HOLIDAY


Week 7:	
Nov. 3-5	Trials of Oscar Wilde + MIDTERM (TBA)

Week 8:	
Nov. 10-12	Women, Class, and Empire: Elizabeth Gaskell, Cranford

Week 9:	
Nov. 17	Cranford and the Irish Question
Nov. 19	Victorians Abroad: Frances Trollope, from Domestic Manners of Americans

Week 10:	
Nov. 24	Thomas Babington Macaulay, from Minute on Indian Education 
Alexander William Kinglake, “Constantinople”
Nov. 26	Mythic & Arthurian Revival: Tennyson, “Lady of Shalott” 

Week 11: 	 
Dec. 1-3	John Ruskin + Browning, “The Bishop Orders His Tomb”

Week 12:	 Victorian Horror
Dec. 8	“Porphyria’s Lover”
Dec. 10	Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, “A Man with a Twisted Lip” and “A Scandal in Bohemia”

If we have time we will discuss Matthew Arnold’s “Sweetness and Light”  

Academic Integrity All submitted work must be solely your own. If you use wording that is not your own, you MUST provide a citation with a consistent style (MLA, Chicago, etc.).  Representing someone else’s work as your own is plagiarism. (When in doubt, cite!) Plagiarism will automatically receive an F on the assignment. 

Suggested Reading: Eric Hobsbawm, The Age of Empire 1875-1914 
Ronald Hyam, Britain’s Imperial Century 1815-1914
Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, The Communist Manifesto
John Stuart Mill, The Subjection of Women and “What is Poetry?”
D.A. Miller, The Novel and the Police
Sally Mitchell, Daily Life in Victorian England
Nina Auerbach, Private Theatricals: The Lives of the Victorians
