CL 106.1: Literary Theory and Criticism I

Fortuny, Spring 2026


Course Description: 

CL 106 is an introductory course to literary criticism. You will be introduced to texts in the critical canon that have shaped the way we discuss form and meaning in literature. We will proceed historically and chronologically, exploring selected texts from Greco-Roman antiquity, the Medieval period, the English Renaissance, the eighteenth-century Enlightenment and early nineteenth-century Romanticism.


Class Policies:

Attendance is required. Students must attend 75% of all class hours. If you fail to meet this attendance requirement, you will not be admitted to the Final Exam.

This is a lecture and discussion-based course.  Participation, therefore, is a requirement.  Preparation is a necessary pre-requisite for participation. Students must read all the selections before class and be prepared to offer ideas and/or questions either voluntarily or when called upon.  No ideas will be counted as no participation.

The Course Reading Packet is available at Doğa Kırtasiye. 

Exams, Response Papers, Quizzes:

There will be a midterm and a final exam. All students take the midterm, but again, only students with 75% attendance are eligible to take the final.

There will be approximately 2 announced short response papers. If participation is not universal there will also be announced and unannounced quizzes (no make-up quizzes).

Grading:

The grade for this course is composed of attendance, participation, response papers and quizzes (20%), the midterm (40%) and the final (40%). 












Reading Schedule

Feb. 		Week One 	Greek Antiquity
			Plato, Ion 
        		      	      
		Week Two	Plato, from Republic
	
		Week Three	Aristotle, from Poetics
	
March		Week Four	Aristotle, from Rhetoric
	
		Week Five	Roman Antiquity
			Horace, “Art of Poetry,” Epistles 2.1 (Letter to Augustus)
			
		Week Six	Holiday

		Week Seven	 Longinus, from On the Sublime
	
April		Week Eight    Midterm/TBA 

		Week Nine	 Medieval Period	
			Augustine, from On Christian Doctrine
			Aquinas, from Summa Theologica
			Dante Alighieri, from Il Convivio

		Week Ten	Renaissance Period
			Sidney, An Apology for Poetry
			
		Week Eleven  Spring Break

May		Week Twelve	Enlightenment Period
			Pope, from Essay on Criticism
			Samuel Johnson, “Preface to Shakespeare,” 
			Kant, from Critique of Judgement
			Hegel, from Lectures on Fine Art

		Week Thirteen Romantic Period
			Wordsworth, from Preface to the Second Edition to the Lyrical 			Ballads
			Coleridge, from The Statesman’s Manual, from Biographia 				Literaria
	
		Week Fourteen Shelley, from A Defense of Poetry

		Week Fifteen Catch-up

