MATTHEW GUMPERT
Professor of Classics and Comparative Literature
Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University  
matthew.gumpert@boun.edu.tr  
+90 (536) 245-3145


EDUCATION
Ph.D., Comparative Literature, Harvard University, 1992
Doctoral thesis: Helen in France: The Poetics of Graft; advisers Barbara E. Johnson and Gregory Nagy

M.A., Comparative Literature, Harvard University, 1986; Mellon Fellow

B.A., Comparative Literature, Princeton University, 1984; Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa

ACADEMIC POSITIONS
Professor, Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University, 2017-  

Associate Professor, Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University, 2011-2017

Assistant Professor, Department of American Culture and Literature, Kadir Has University, 2004-2011; Director, Istanbul Studies Center, 2008-2010 

Assistant Professor/Coordinator, Program in Cultures, Civilizations and Ideas, Bilkent University, 2000-2004

Assistant Professor, Department of Comparative Literature, University of Wisconsin – Madison; Associated Faculty Member, Department of Classics,1996-2000

Assistant Professor, Comparative Literature/Humanities Department, University of Colorado at Boulder, 1991-1995

DEPARTMENTAL FUNCTIONS
Graduate Advisor, Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University, 2013-

Coordinator, Copywriting Certificate Program, Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University, Fall 2019-

Vice Chair, Department of Western Languages and Literatures, Bogazici University, 2020-2021

RECENT RESEARCH GRANTS 
Bogazici University Academic Research Grant (BAP): “We Have Never Been Original: Alternative Models of Classical Reception,” 2024-2027

Research Visit, The George Washington University; Washington, D.C., Spring semester 2022

Visiting Researcher, Centre de documentation Albert Camus, Aix-en-Provence, Spring semester 2018 

Research Associate (Chercheur Associé), Transdisciplinary Center for the Epistemology of Literature and the Performing Arts, University of Nice Sophia Antipolis, Nice, Fall semester 2017

Bogazici University Academic Research Grants (BAP): “Anti-Aesthetics: A Study on the Sublime,” 2017-2020; “The Rebirth of Venus: Classical Objects in the Contemporary World,” 2011-2014

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS

Books
The Accident Waiting to Happen.  Sharjah Art Foundation, 2015.
Reissue of the introduction to The End of Meaning.  A semiotic approach to 9/11.
  
The End of Meaning: Studies in Catastrophe.  Cambridge Scholars Publishing, 2012.  Cambridge Scholars Publishing Book of the Month, August 2012. 
Our long-standing romance with catastrophe is inseparable from the Western hermeneutical tradition.

Grafting Helen: The Abduction of the Classical Past.  University of Wisconsin Press, 2001. 
Helen of Troy’s abduction as a metaphor for Western culture’s appropriation of the classical past.  Part I: Helen in Greece; Part II: Helen in France.

Edited Books
Thinking: the Ruin. With Jalal Toufic. Istanbul: Rezan Has Museum, 2010. 

Translated Books
Murder and Difference: Gender, Genre, and Scholarship on Sisera’s Death, by Mieke Bal. Bloomington, Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1988. French to English.  

Articles in AHCI Journals
“Through the Looking-Glass Cabinet: A (Very) Close Reading of Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence”; The Explicator, August (2025), 1-8; https://doi.org/10.1080/00144940.2025.2541403. 

“A Note on C. P. Cavafy’s ‘Ἐν τῷ Μηνὶ Ἀθὺρ’”; Les Études classiques 90: 1-4 (2022), 423-25.

“The Hollow Men: Towards a Zombie Semiotics”; The Journal of Popular Culture 53.2 (2020), 303-26.

“Necrosemiosis: The CSI Effect”; Semiotica: Journal of the International Association for Semiotic Studies/Revue de l’Association Internationale de Sémiotique 222 (May 2018), 241-85.

“I’m Leaving On A Jet Plane, Don’t Know When I’ll Be Back Again: Charlie Victor Romeo as Classical Tragedy”; Contemporary Theater Review 17.2 (2007), 165-180.

“Supplementarity and the Sonnet: A Reading of Ronsard’s Les Amours Diverses 45”; French Forum 30.3 (2005), 17-42.

“Keats’ ‘To Haydon, With a Sonnet Written on Seeing the Elgin Marbles,’ and ‘On Seeing the Elgin Marbles’”; The Explicator 58.1 (1999), 19-22.

“Venus de Kitsch: Or, The Passion of the Venus de Milo”; Criticism 41.2 (1999), 155-85.

“Freedom Within the Margin: The Café in the Poetry of Cavafy”; Journal of Modern Greek Studies 9 (1991), 215-235.

Articles in Edited Volumes
“The Sublime Monster: Frankenstein, or The Modern Pandora.”  In Frankenstein and Its Classics: The Modern Prometheus from Antiquity to Science Fiction.  Ed. B. E. Stevens et al.  Bloomsbury Studies in Classical Reception.  Bloomsbury Academic, 2018.  102-20. 

“Regime Change: Semiotic Tyranny and Dissent in The Scarlet Letter.”  In No!  In Whispers: The Rhetoric of Dissent in American Writing. Ed. Michele Bottalico.  Vol. 11 of Critical Perspectives on English and American Literature, Communication and Culture.  Bern: Peter Lang, 2018.  25-48.

“Impossible Parthenon: Turkish Classicism at Anit-Kabir” [“Il Partenone impossibile: Il classicismo turco dell’Anitkabir”]. Trans. Gianluca Canè. In Standing on the Shoulders of Ancients: The Classical Heritage and the Forging of National Identities in the Twentieth Century [Sulle spalle degli antichi. Eredità classica e costruzione delle identità nazionali del Novecento], ed. Jacopo Bassi e Gianluca Canè. Milan: Edizioni Unicopli, 2014. 117-35.

“All That Is Solid Melts into Air: The Collapse of the Tacoma Narrows Bridge.” In Thinking: the Ruin, ed. Matthew Gumpert and Jalal Toufic. Istanbul: Rezan Has Museum, 2011. 9-29.
 
“Notes Toward a Canon of the Statue in Turkey.” In Balkan Literatures in the Era of Nationalism, ed. Murat Belge and Jale Parla. Istanbul: Istanbul Bilgi University Press, 2009. 323-336. 

“Hybridity’s End.” In Cylons in America: Critical Studies in Battlestar Galactica, ed. Tiffany Potter and C.W. Marshall. New York: Continuum International Publishing, 2008. 143-155.

“‘Everyway That I Can’: Auto-Orientalism at Eurovision 2003.” In A Song for Europe: Popular Music and Politics in the Eurovision Song Contest, ed. Ivan Raykoff and Robert Deam Tobin. Vermont: Ashgate Publishing, 2007. 147-157.

“Homer” and “Virgil.” In The Rabelais Encyclopedia, ed. Elizabeth Chesney Zegura, Westport, Connecticut: Greenwood Press, 2004. 118-120. 258-259.

Articles in Refereed Journals
“Jump Cut: Cataclysm in Kubrick's 2001”; CINEJ Cinema Journal, Vol. 14, No. 2 (2026).  Accepted for publication.  ESCI, MLA, EBSCO, OCLC.

“Beware Greeks Bearing Gifts: Metaphors as Viruses in Discourses on the Greek Crisis”; Journal of Greek Media & Culture 3.1 (2017), 31-52; MLA index.

 “Like Apples and Oranges: A Quinean Reading of Cézanne’s Pommes et oranges (Or, A Proposal for the Founding of Departments of Incomparable Literature)”; Mimar Sinan Fine Arts Academy Social Sciences Journal 14 (Fall 2017), 117-34.

“Special Effects and Moving Pictures: From Jason and the Argonauts to Argonautica”; Film International, 20 March 2011; MLA index.

“Rhetoric and/as Terrorism: Notes on September 11”; Journal of American Studies of Turkey 14, Special 9/11 Issue, ed. Matthew Gumpert, Fall 2001, 15-24; MLA index. 
“Poetics as Cosmetics: Ronsard’s Sonnets for Helen”; Qui Parle 11.1 (1997), 121-54; MLA index.
“Naturalism as Bakhtinian Grotesque Realism: Mythic Metabolism in Zola and Rabelais”; Excavatio 3 (1993), 93-98.

Essays in Turkish  
Kitap-lik: “Hurdacilar,” February 2008, 64-72; “Tuzla Balikcisi,” October 2008, 66-71; “Istanbul Kopekleri,” July-August 2007, 9-10; “Yeni Akhilleus’un Kalkani,” July-August 2005, 49-52; “Orhan Veli Corbasi,” May 2005, 8-9; Varlik: “Arka Bahce Defteri I: Koreografi,” June 2008, 82-84; “Arka Bahce Defteri II: Geometri,” August 2008, 64-66; “Arka Bahce Defteri III: Pastoral,” December 2008, 52-54; “Leblebiye Ovgu: On Bolumden Olusan Bir Ilahi,” September 2007, 64-65; “Turk Kahvesi Uzerine Notlar,” June 2007, 61-62;Yasakmeyve: “Troya/Truva/Troie: Bir Hayalet Hikayesi,” June 2004, 53-56.

SELECTED PAPERS AT INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES
“How to Speak Plague: A Semiotic Reading of Defoe’s A Journal of the Plague Year”; 17th International IDEA Conference, Firat University, Elazig, May 2025. 

“Each Man Kills the Thing He Reads: Iliad 22.321-29”; 2024 Society for Classical Studies Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, January 2024.

“Body Worlds: Or, What’s the Matter with Art?”; Taboo - Transgression - Transcendence in Art & Science, Malta Society of Arts, Valletta, Malta, September 2023.

“‘Take It and Read’: Augustine as Bibliomancer”; Modern Language Association Convention, Washington, DC, January 2022.

“Reports of Things: Communication and Contagion in Defoe’s A Journal of the Plague Year”; 25th METU British Novelists International Conference: Daniel Defoe and His Work, METU, Ankara, 12-13 December 2019.

“Beware Those Bearing Metaphors”; Modern Language Association International Symposia: Translating the Humanities, Other Europes: Migrations, Translations, Transformations, Dusseldorf, Germany, 23–25 June 2016. 

“All Dressed Up and No Place to Go: A Parthenon a la Turca”; Modern Language Association Discussion Group on Classical Studies and Modern Literature (Panel Title: “Antique Fashions”), Modern Language Association Convention, Vancouver, January 2015.

“Body Worlds: Bodies as Things”; 2014 Popular Culture Association/American Culture Association meeting, Chicago, April 2014.
 
“Reckless Expenditure: Plague as Possession in Camus’ La peste”; 20th/21st Century French and Francophone Studies Colloquium, Columbia University, City University of New York and New York University, New York, March 2014.
 
“A Proposal for the Founding of Departments of Incomparable Literature”; International Comparative Literature Association, University of Paris-Sorbonne, Paris, July 2013.
 
“Metaphor as Illness: Hypersemiosis in Oedipus Tyrannus”; 2012 American Philological Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, January 2012. 
“Size Matters: Statuary/Statutory Representations of Makarios and Ataturk on Cyprus” (with Vangelis Calotychos); Modern Greek Studies Association, New York University, October 2011.
“Impossible Parthenon: Turkish Classicism at Anit-Kabir”; Transcultural Memory, Department of English and Comparative Literature, Centre for the Study of Cultural Memory, University of London, February 2010. 

SELECTED INVITED LECTURES   
“On Baudelaire’s ‘Les Foules,’ and ‘Le peintre de la vie moderne’”: guest lecture for the Lycée Français Pierre Loti d'Istanbul, October 2023.

“Panic at the Border: Pandemic in the Oedipus Tyrannus”; 16th National Communication Ethics Conference, Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 2021.  

 “Take It and Read”: Conversion Therapy in Augustine’s Confessions”; “Anna Komnene: Byzantine History as Classical Tragedy”; Arché Project, Sirince, Theater School, August 2019.
 
“Seminar on Critical Theory: From Semiology to Grammatology”; Arché Project, Mathematics Village, Sirince, August 2018.

“Beware Greeks Bearing Metaphors: On Trojan Horses and Other Hellenotropes”; Classics Department and Humanities Center, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire, April 2017.
 
“The Accident Waiting to Happen”; Sursock Museum; School of Visual Arts, Lebanese Academy of Fine Arts, University of Balamand, Beirut, June 2016. 

“Modern Greece: A Plan”; Columbia University Global Core Seminar: “Byzantine and Modern Greek Encounters,” Bogazici University, April 2015.

“The Emperor’s New Clothes: Autopsy as Art”; Cultural Studies Seminar, Sabanci University Cultural Studies Speaker Series, Sabanci University, November 2014.

“Anthropology over Archaeology: Edith Wharton and the Triumph of the Sentimental Reader”; Keynote Address, Department of American Culture and Literature 30th Anniversary Conference, Hacettepe University, Ankara, November 2012.

“Technology, Prosthetics, and the Body in Performance”; Public Round Table Discussion, Sheldon Museum of Art, Interdisciplinary Arts Symposium, Hixson Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, November 2010.

SELECTED CONFERENCE AND PANEL ORGANIZATION
Contemporary Perceptions of Byzantium; Istanbul Studies Center, Kadir Has University, and Research Center for Anatolian Civilizations, Koc University, with the support of the Rezan Has Museum; organizers Matthew Gumpert, Alessandra Ricci, 19-21 November 2009.

Thinking: the Ruin; The Istanbul Studies Center 2009 Thinking: x Lecture Series; Kadir Has University; organizers Matthew Gumpert, Jalal Toufic, 22-29 May 2009.

Rhetoric and/as Terrorism: Before and after September 11; panel for Poetics and Linguistics Association Conference; with Oral Calislar, Bennet Lowenthal, Mahmut Mutman, Ferhat Boratav, Rana Guven, Istanbul, 25 June 2003.

CURRENT  COURSES  

Bogazici University, Department of Western Languages and Literature

2024/2025-1: CL 103.01 Classical Literature; EL 509.01 Introduction to Literary Theory I; EL 595.01 Special Topics: Contemporary Trends in Critical Theory - Posthumanisms: Bodies, Things, Animals, Cyborgs

2024/2025-2: CL 208.01 Literary Theory and Criticism II; Area Elective: On the Sublime

PREVIOUS  COURSES

Bogazici University, Department of Western Languages and Literature

Undergraduate
Introduction to Literary Forms I (Fall 2018, 2019, 2021); Literary Theory and Criticism I (Fall 2011-2023); Literary Theory and Criticism II (Spring 2012-2021, 2023-2024); Myth, Literature, and Ideology (Fall 2012-2013); Classical Literature (Spring 2021, 2013, 2017, 2021-2022, Fall 2022, 2023); English Literature I (Fall 2011); English Literature II (Spring 2011-2012)

Graduate
Ph.D: Advanced Topics in English Literature: Sci-Fi and Semiotics (Fall 2021); Special Topics: On the Sublime (Fall 2016); Contemporary Literary Theory: The Writing of the Catastrophe (Spring 2014); Contemporary Literary Theory: Semiotics and Structuralism (Spring 2011); MA: Special Topics: Contemporary Trends in Critical Theory - Posthumanisms: Bodies, Things, Animals, Cyborgs (Spring 2019-2020); Introduction to Literary Theory I (Fall 2014-2015, 2019, 2023); Intro to Literary Theory II (Spring 2016, 2020, 2024); Readings in English Literature (Spring 2014)

Bogazici University, Humanities Program
Lectures for Humanities 101: “The Alexiad: Byzantine History as Classical Tragedy” (November 2019); “Tragedy, Past and Present” (November 2012-2018); “The ‘Odyssey,’ ‘by’ ‘Homer’“ (October 2013-2023); Lectures for Humanities 102: “Enlightenments: Copernicus to Kant” (April 2012-2015); “From Descartes to Freud: Two Models of the Self” (May 2012-2015)

Columbia University, Program in Hellenic Studies, and Bogazici University, Department of Western Languages and Literature
Special Topics in Comparative Literature: The World Responds to the Greeks (co-taught with Dimitris Antoniou, Hellenic Studies, Columbia University) (Spring 2016)

Sabanci University, Cultural Studies Program
M.A./Ph.D. Seminar in World Literature: The Writing of the Catastrophe (Spring 2013)

THESES ADVISED AT BOGAZICI UNIVERSITY

Doctoral Theses
Bircan Nizamoglu, “The Lyric as the Voice of Pain: Individual Suffering in Contemporary Anglo-
American Poetry” (completed Spring 2019)
Selvin Yaltir, “Samuel Beckett and Communicational Aesthetics: Between Resonant Worlds and 
Material Regimes” (completed Spring 2019)
Ekin Bodur, “Revolution and the Tragic in the Nineteenth-Century Political Novel” (completed 
Spring 2018)
Omer Faruk Peksoz, Untitled (Co-Adviser with Ozlem Ogut) (completed Spring 2024) 
Hardy Micajah Griffin, “Kurt Vonnegut and Aziz Nesin: Humanism, Nation, and Humor” 
(completed Spring 2015)  
Hulya Yagcioglu, “The ‘Innocence’ of Things: Commodity, Collecting and Fetishism in Wharton’s 
	The Age of Innocence and Pamuk’s The Museum of Innocence” (Co-Adviser with Ozlem 
Ogut) (completed Spring 2015)  
Nazim Capkin, “Messianism and Apocalypse in 20th-Century Modernisms” (completed Spring 
2024)

Master’s Theses
Bahar Memis, “The City and the Catastrophe in Three 9/11 Novels” (completed Spring 2022)
Canberk Dogali, “A Threshold to an Object Oriented Ontology: Metacognitive Mystery Tale as a 
Hermeneutic Pandemonium (completed Spring 2022)
Pinar Tulay Tasdemir, “Man-Animal-Machine: Exploring the Posthuman Life in Tess of the 
D'Urbervilles and Lady Chatterley's Lover” (completed Spring 2019) 
Orhan Pehlivan, “Two Technologies of the Self in Current Autobiographical Practices” 
(completed Spring 2017) 

SELECTED REFEREEING FOR JOURNALS 
CINEJ Cinema Journal; reviewer for “The Cinematic Narrative of Space and Ambiguity 
Interaction: The Case of the Film Arrival,” December 2025
Journal of Modern Greek Studies; reviewer for “Memory, History, and the Nation: The Case of 
Archbishop Makarios III Foundation Art Gallery,” October 2020 
Metafor; reviewer for “Haunting the (Psychic) Crypt? Unearthing the Family Secret in Christa 
Wolf’s Medea,” September 2019 
Metafor; reviewer for “Narratives of Catastrophe as Fetishes in Atomic Bomb Literature,” October 
2018
Journal of American Studies in Turkey; reviewer for “Scopes of Metamorphosis in Josh Malerman's 
Bird Box and Ovid's Metamorphoses,” October 2017
Journal of Modern Greek Studies; reviewer for “The Lonely Statue of Metaxas: Fascism, Anti-
Dictatorial Struggle, and the Politics of History,” November 2016
Mimar Sinan Fine Arts Academy Social Sciences Journal; reviewer for “The Historical Novel and 
History Writing of John Galt, 1779-1839,” July 2016
Helios; reviewer for “Simulacra, Simulation and Seduction in Euripides’ Helen,” November 2014

MEMBERSHIPS IN PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS
American Comparative Literature Association, International Association for Semiotic Studies, Modern Greek Studies Association, Modern Language Association, Popular Culture Association, Society for Classical Studies  

LANGUAGES
Fluent in French; proficient in Greek, Modern Greek, Latin, Turkish; basic knowledge of German  
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