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EDUCATION

2024  Ph.D. in Cinema Studies
Cinema Studies Institute, University of Toronto
Thesis: Ghost Voices in Turkish Cinema
Supervisor: Dr. Angelica Fenner
2005  M.A. in Film and Television Studies
Bilgi University, Istanbul
Thesis: From Forbidden Planet to Solaris: Tracing Speculative Film
2001  B.A. in Sociology
Boğaziçi University, Istanbul
	

EMPLOYMENT
2016- present	Film Curator, Istanbul Museum of Modern Art
2025 		Lecturer, Bilgi University, Istanbul
2016- 2024		Teaching Assistant, University of Toronto
2019-2024		Course Instructor in Cinema Studies, University of Toronto
2018		Research Assistant, Discourse: Berkeley journal for theoretical studies in media and culture
2018			Exhibition Curator, Masters of Cinema in Turkey: Lütfi Akad, Istanbul Museum of Modern Art
2016-18		Coordinator of the Turkish Film Industry at TIFF, Toronto
2014 		Exhibition Curator, One Hundred Years of Love: The Affair between Film and Audience in Turkey, Istanbul Museum of Modern Art.
2014		Commissioning Editor, the catalogue, One Hundred Years of Love: The Affair between Film and Audience in Turkey. Istanbul Modern Publishing. 

2008-16		Head of the Film Programs, Istanbul Museum of Modern Art
2006-08 		Editor, Empire Magazine
2005-07		Freelance writer of the magazines such as NME Turkey, Bant, Elle, Roll, Jetlife
2005-6		Communications Coordinator, !f Istanbul Independent Film Festival
2005 		Editor of Cinema & Music sections, Time-Out Istanbul Magazine
2005		Project Coordinator, The One Minutes Organization, Istanbul 
(An international project founded by the European Cultural Foundation, UNICEF and the Sandberg Institute, where young people are encouraged to create their one-minute films.)
2002-06		Translator, Geo Magazine
2002-05		Project Coordinator & Trainer, Music for Youth, Istanbul 
(A music related education project with partners, Istanbul Municipality, British Council, 
ADFED and HRDF)




TEACHING

ISTANBUL BİLGİ UNIVERSITY, RADIO TELEVISION AND FILM
Fall 2025
	Listening to Film, Course Instructor
      Sole responsibility for course design and delivery
This course focuses on cinema’s quintessentially audio-visual nature, exploring how sound functions in cinema. The key objective of this class is to provide with the terminology and the theoretical methods necessary for understanding how sound shapes the film experience and conveys meaning in relationship to images, and also how implementation of sound and music reflect different historical and cultural influences. It is a critical exploration of the history, theory and practice of sound design, and the cultural and technological factors that have influenced audio and visual media since the 1920s.

	Contemporary Cinema in Turkey, Course Instructor
      Sole responsibility for course design and delivery
This course offers an in-depth look at the current landscape of cinema in Turkey—its challenges, transformations, and creative strategies. Through weekly screenings, readings, and guest talks by filmmakers, producers, festival directors, and critics, students will explore how films are developed, financed, produced, and circulated today. Topics include independent film practices, alternative screening spaces, censorship, international co-productions, and the impact of digital platforms on how films are consumed and circulated. By engaging with real-world perspectives and case studies, students develop a grounded understanding of the cultural, political, and economic forces that shape filmmaking in Turkey today.


UNIVERSITY OF TORONTO, CINEMA STUDIES INSTITUTE
Fall 2020, Summer 2019
		‘Listening to Film’, Course Instructor
Sole responsibility for course design and delivery

2016-2019	Teaching Assistant 
		‘Cinema and Sensation I: Action/Spectacle’, Fall 2020
‘Film Cultures II, Fall 2017’, Winter 2018
		‘Introduction to Cinema Studies’, Fall 2016

ISTANBUL SEHIR UNIVERSITY, CINEMA & TELEVISION DEPARTMENT  
2015-16 		‘World Cinema’, Course Instructor
 Sole responsibility for course design and delivery
The course provides an overview of the history of world cinema’, where students will gain a broad introduction to film movements, styles, critical approaches and practices associated differing regions. By asserting the importance of placing the national within a global perspective, the aim is to bring into discussion the social, cultural, and political frameworks of various cinemas.


2014-15		‘History of Cinema in Turkey’, Course Instructor
Sole responsibility for course design and delivery
		This course offers a comprehensive overview of the story of film in Turkey. Providing an introduction to the historical development of the cinema, the central idea is to use a selection of films, to place them in historical context, and consider both their aesthetic form and socio-political content.
PUBLICATIONS

JOURNAL ARTICLES (PEER-REVIEWED)
2020	Turan, Müge. ‘Will the Real Devil Speak Up?’. Resonance: The Journal of Sound and Culture 1 (3). University of California Press.

ARTICLES 
2019	Turan, Müge. ‘You Don’t Own This War: Arab Women’s Cinema Showcase.’ Film Quarterly. University of California Press, Winter 2019.74.

BOOK 
2012	Turan, Müge. From Forbidden Planet to Solaris: Tracing Speculative Film. Lambert Academic Publishing.


SELECTED CURATING EXPERIENCE 

2025		Moussem Cities Istanbul, Brussels

2008 – 2022		Brandneue Filme aus Deutschland (annual program assigned by the Goethe Institut)

2011 - present	Count Us In! (annual program of contemporary Turkish films accompanied with discussions), Istanbul Museum of Modern Art
  
2021		Getürkt oder Almanisiert? (a program featuring new releases, classics and also some rare films for the 60th anniversary of the Turkish Gastarbeiter program)

2021 		A selection of Turkish films curated for the Sharjah Film Platform organized by Sharjah Art Foundation 

2019 		Fear and Fantasy Festival (a program that brought together diverse disciplines that tread the waters of horror and fantasy, ranging from horror storytelling performances to cult animated movies), Istanbul

2016		Turkish Cinema Now!,  World Cinema Amsterdam 

2015 		Survivor and Life on the Shore (co-curated with James Richards and Carolyn Christov-Bakargiev for the 14th Istanbul Biennial, entitled SALTWATER: A Theory of Thought Forms)

2015 		Girls Keep Swimming, a program of women short films for the Vancouver Turkish Film Festival  

2012		Turkish Beat for EYE Filmmuseum, Amsterdam 

		Bermuda Shorts, Mannheim 

2009	     A Dutch Tale (a retrospective on Paul Verhoeven with screenings and talks)


FILM CRITICISM & JURY WORK

Served on FIPRESCI juries at leading international film festivals including Cannes, Toronto (TIFF), Dubai and Singapore.

Currently writes on cinema and culture for Bant Mag, Altyazı, Evrensel, and Milliyet Sanat.

Previous contributions to Empire, NME Turkey, Elle, Roll, Jetlife, and Film Quarterly.

Covered and reviewed international film festivals across Europe, North America, and the Middle East,  
with a focus on world cinema, political aesthetics, and alternative film cultures.


SELECTED GRANTS, AWARDS & FELLOWSHIPS
2020			Mitacs Globalink Research Award Abroad

2016-19			Chancellor Henry N.R. Jackman Junior Fellowship 

2016-17			Atom Egoyan Cinema Studies Scholarship

2017-18			Robert Lantos Cinema Studies Scholarship


PRESENTATIONS

CONFERENCE PAPERS  

2025	Invited Paper, ‘Navigating Voices: The Journey of Dubbing in Turkish Cinema’, NECS- European Network for Cinema and Media Studies Conference, Lisbon, June 2025.

2021	Invited Paper, ‘Her Was a Silent Voice’, NECS- European Network for Cinema and Media Studies Conference, Palermo, June 2021.

2020	Invited Paper, ‘Ghost Voices in Turkish Cinema’, MESA- Middle East Studies Association Conference, New Orleans, Nov 2020.

2019	Invited Paper, ‘Will the Real Devil Speak Up?’ Pamla- Pacific Ancient and Modern Language Association Conference, West Washington University, Bellingham, Nov 2018.
	
2018	Invited Paper, ‘From Dubbing Hollywood to Dubbing Self in Turkish Popular Cinema’, The Interdisciplinary Film and Visual Culture Research (IFVCR) Network Conference ‘You Talkin’ to Me?’: Dialogue and Communication in Film, Cardiff University, June 2017.

INVITED TALKS

2019	Invited Speaker, Critics’ Choice V, International Film Festival Rotterdam

2017	       Invited Speaker, Censorship Doesn’t Make Films Go Away, Tromsø International Film Festival

2014	Invited Speaker, Image Politics, Les Rencontres Internationales, Gaîté Lyrique, Paris, Feb 2014.

2011	Invited Speaker, Current Changes in Art Practices, Les Rencontres Internationales, Haus der Kulturen der Welt, Berlin, Jul 2011.

2007	Invited Speaker, New Content, New Contacts: Pop Culture, The European Cultural Foundation, Casablanca, Jun 2007.
2005	Invited Film Critic, Berlinale Talent Press Workshop, Berlin, Feb 2005.
2002 	Invited Speaker, Making Space Conference, British Council, Belfast, Sep 2002. 
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