CL 48R.01
Sp. Top: POSTMODERNISM AND FICTION
Fall 2026 Syllabus 
Instructor: Dr. Aylin Alkaç – alkacayl@bogazici.edu.tr 	
Office hours: TH 14:00; F 13:00 (by appointment) 		Office: TB 430
Course Description: 
This course aims to examine the key concepts and debates of postmodernism and poststructuralism and to explore how these approaches transform understandings of meaning, authorship, interpretation, history, identity, and reality in literary texts. The course seeks to enable students to use these theoretical approaches in the analysis and interpretation of postmodern fiction.
Learning Outcomes:
Students will be able to
· Define the key concepts and approaches of postmodernism and poststructuralism. 
· Explain the understandings of language, meaning, authorship, the reader, and interpretation in postmodern and poststructuralist thought. 
· Identify and analyze key features in postmodern fictional texts such as nonlinear narrative, fragmentation, intertextuality, metafiction, and the relationship between reality and representation. 
· Compare the approaches of postmodernism and poststructuralism to the concepts of history, narrative, gender, identity, and reality. 
· Analyze literary texts within the framework of theoretical approaches to issues such as meaning, authorship, interpretation, historical narrative, and the representation of reality. 
· Apply postmodern and poststructuralist theories in the interpretation of literary texts.
Course Requirements:
You will be required to complete assignments throughout the semester, including written and analytical work related to the assigned literary and theoretical texts. There will also be quizzes designed to assess students’ engagement with the assigned readings. This will be a discussion-intensive course; therefore, attendance and active participation are of utmost importance. Coming to class having read the assigned chapters from the novels and the theoretical texts is essential. Assignments make up 20% of your overall grade, while quizzes and participation make up 10%. Important note: Students who do not attend at least 2/3 of the classes (approximately misses more than one hour every week) will not be given the chance to take midterm or final make-up exams.  
Course Grade Assessment:
Assignments								20 %
Quizzes & Participation				 		10 %
Midterm								30 %
Final									40 %



READING SCHEDULE: [Subject to Revision – the final version will be shared in the first week of classes]
WEEK 1			What is Postmodernism?
Sept. 22/25 –  	Introduction
		From Lyotard, The Postmodern Condition
	Althusser, from Ideology and Ideological State Apparatuses
WEEK 2			The Author & the Text
Sept. 29/	Borges, "Pierre Menard, Author of the Quixote"; Borges, “Tlön, Uqbar, Orbis  Oct.2 –	Tertius”
		Barthes, “"The Death of the Author"
		Foucault, “What is an Author?”		
WEEK 3			Language, Difference & Meaning
Oct. 6/9 – 		Borges, “"The Garden Forking Paths"      
		Derrida, "Structure, Sign, and Play";
WEEK 4 			The Reader, The Novel and Interpretation
Oct. 13/16 – 	excerpts from Italo Calvino If on a Winter’s Night a Traveler 	 	
WEEK 5			Language, Identity & Reality
Oct. 20/23 – 	Paul Auster, “City of Glass”	
		Lacan, “The Mirror Stage as Formative of the Function of the I as Revealed in Psychoanalytic Experience”, “The Signification of the Phallus”, “The Agency of the Letter in the Unconscious”

WEEK 6			Self-Conscious Fiction
Oct. 27/30 –  	Paul Auster, “City of Glass”
		From Patricia Waugh, Metafiction
WEEK 7			History: Fact, Narrative, Representation
Nov. 3/6 – 		Jeanette Winterson, Sexing the Cherry – “The Story of the Twelve Dancing Princesses”
		Hayden White, "The Historical Text as Literary Artifact"
WEEK 8			Gender, History & Alternative Narratives
Nov. 10/13 – 	Jeanette Winterson, Sexing the Cherry	
		From Linda Hutcheon, A Poetics of Postmodernism
WEEK 9			Rewriting History and Intertextuality
Nov. 17/20 – 	Jeanette Winterson, Sexing the Cherry	
WEEK 10			Postmodernism & Culture
Nov. 24/27 – 	Julian Barnes, England, England
		Jameson, "Postmodernism and Consumer Society"
WEEK 11			Simulation & Hyperreality	
Dec. 1/4 – 		Julian Barnes, England, England
		Baudrillard, "The Precession of Simulacra"
WEEK 12			What is Real in Postmodernism?
Dec. 8/11 –  	Julian Barnes, England, England

Secondary Readings:
Linda Hutcheon, A Poetics of Postmodernism: History, Theory, Fiction (1988)
Brian McHale, Postmodernist Fiction (1987)
Patricia Waugh, Metafiction: The Theory and Practice of Self-Conscious Fiction (1984)
