CL 495 Travel Writing and Empire
Nagihan Haliloğlu

Office hours: Tuesday/Thursday by appointment
email: nagihan.haliloglu@bogazici.edu.tr
Course Description:
The course introduces students to the genre of travel writing and its connection to Empire starting from the 16th century. Engaging in close reading of these texts, the course questions the relationship between fact and fiction in travelogues, and the cultural and political ends these narratives have served through the centuries. It encourages students to make connections between literary forms such as modernism and orientalism and the travel writing genre. Special attention will be paid to English travel writing in (post) Ottoman spaces and how local stereotypes are reproduced for the service of empire. The themes delineated in English travel writing will then be traced in contemporary texts.
Grading:
Presentation: 20% (lecturer will determine the subject and the date it is to be presented. No AI images allowed)
Quizzes: 20%
Midterm exam: 30% 
Final exam: 30% 
Grading Scale:
AA (100-95), BA (94-90), BB (89-80), CB (79- 75), CC (74-70), DC (69-65), DD (64-60), (fail) F
(59-0)
	
Weekly Course Plan:  

	 Week
	Date
	Subject
	Questions
	(further) Readings


	1 
	10-12 Feb
	Travel Writing
	
	The Syllabus
‘Introduction: What is Travel Writing’ (Youngs)
‘Quests’ (Youngs)


	2 
	17-19* Feb
	Travel and Empire
	
	‘Medieval and Early Modern Travel Writing’ (Youngs)
The Discovery of Guiana, Sir Walter Raleigh 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gucUDkuovHI


	3 
	24-26 Feb

	Fact and Fiction
	
	Evliya Çelebi, Vienna and Jerusalem chapters (Dankoff translation)
Further reading:
The Travels of Sir John Mandeville (excerpts) https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/782


	4 
	3-5 March*

	Orientalism
	
	Orientalism, Edward Said Introduction, Chapter I (from IV Crisis (p. 92) till the end


	5 
	10-12 March*

	
	
	Orientalism, Chapter II


	6 
	17 -19* March (Eid eve)

	Travel Writing and Espionage
	

	Seven Pillars of Wisdom, TE Lawrence 
Introductory Chapter


	7 
	24-26 March

	Travel Writing and War
	
	Seven Pillars of Wisdom, TE Lawrence 
Introduction: Foundations Of Revolt


	8 
	31 March-2 April

	Midterm/ Lawrence continued
	
	

	9 
	7-9 April

	Travel Writing and Anthropology
	
	Seven Pillars of Wisdom, TE Lawrence 
Book V: Marking Time



	10 
	14-16 April

	Travel, Women and Hospitality
	-translation of sayings
-attention to ‘minorities’
	The Desert and the Sown, Gertrude Bell
Preface to Chapter IV


	11 
	21-23 April

	Travel in the Service of Empire
	

	The Desert and the Sown, Gertrude Bell
Chapter VII- Chapter IX


	12 
	28-30 April

	Post-Empire
	-Turkish influence
	Black Lamb and Grey Falcon, Rebecca West, Bosnia chapter
Description of town hall, 331-332
Sarajevo V, VI, VII (long discussions of the attentat)
Ilidzhe

	13 
	5-7 May 

	Post-Empire
	-Ottoman chronotope?
	Black Lamb and Grey Falcon
Bosnia continued
Serbian Epics documentary


	14 
	12-14 May
	Empire Reloaded
Revision
	
	Rory Stewart






